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There once lived a young prince. 
    He greatly admired his father, the king. 
       He admired him because he knew the people loved him. 
 The respect they had for him was real, almost tangible. 
       If he wanted something done,  
 his subjects would do it, almost without being asked. 
 
“My father is very powerful,” the young prince thought.  
     “When I become king I will be just like him.” 
And of course the King died and the prince became the king. 
   He wanted the people to respect him like they did his father. 
       And so he ruled over his subjects with an iron fist. 
 Anyone who got in his way was trampled. 
       Of course, this only caused the people to resent him  
 and caused him only to be unhappy. 
 
Finally he sought out his best adviser and asked  
   why his father was so respected and he was so reviled. 
His adviser was quick to make his point. 
  “Your father used his power to influence people. 
         You use your power to control them.” 
 
Is power a bad thing for a Christian? 
 

 It all depends on how we use it. 
   All of us have power over someone or some thing.  
     If we use our power to control people, it is a bad thing. 
If we continually exercise power through threats and punishment, 
    Through heavy-handed actions and forceful execution, 
      Then indeed that kind of power runs contrary to the way of Christ. 
This is the critique that is often applied to many of our own Church leaders, 
      especially in the way they handled the abuse crisis in our Church. 
 

However, there is the second way to use power  
   and that is to use power to influence. 
When a leader uses power to influence behavior by persuasion, 
    By inspiration, by example, by affirmation— 
Then this, my friends, is a proper use of power. 



 
Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King… 
    And we celebrate the feast of the most powerful king who ever reigned. 
But he used no force….he exacted no punishments… 
    he refused to control anyone through threats or might. 
Instead, he ruled gently and humbly… 
   Saying things like: 
     “The one among you who wants to be the greatest must be the servant.” 
   Saying things like: 
     “Unless you become like this little child,  
            you will not enter the Kingdom of God” 
   Saying things like: 
     “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” 
    
Did Jesus use power? 
   You bet he did! 
       But not to force or punish or coerce… 
But to influence and guide and point us in the right direction. 
 
And it is precisely why 2000 years later people still follow him.   
    It is precisely why 2000 years later people still worship him. 
        It is precisely why 2000 years later we still call him Christ the King. 
 
And so what of us…what does this feast mean to us today? 
       For us, we need to realize  
          that not only do we worship Jesus as Christ the King, 
             but also that we are invited to share in his royalty. 
By our baptism we are given a share in the kingly ministry of Christ. 
   St. Paul says it is our baptism that has made us, all of us,  
     “a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a people set apart” 
 
Like Jesus we are to exercise our power, not by force or coercion, 
    But by influence……in selfless, humble service… 
      And in doing so we know that one day,  
         we too will reign with Christ our King.  
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